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The Catholic Association

Chief Handmaid: Sadie Vile, 45 Diamond Road, Watford, WD24 5EN

Tel: 01923 447054; Email: Sadie.L.Vile@gsk.com
Chief Brancardier: Rupert Bell, 13, Battersea Church Road, London, SW11 3LY.  Tel: 07767 648 606; Email: Rupert.bell@btinternet.com

Dear 

Enclosed are copies of the Catholic Association Helpers’ Information Sheet and Application Form for volunteer helpers with the Catholic Association Pilgrimage.  We are sending them to you, as you are one of those who often participates in the Catholic Association Pilgrimage, but without booking through Tangney Tours.

If you are joining the Catholic Association Pilgrimage to Lourdes in 2007, please complete the Helpers’ Application form and return it to the appropriate Head of Service, as soon as possible.  You will not be able to participate as a Volunteer Helper with the Pilgrimage in 2007 unless you have registered as a Helper and paid the Levy (see below) – this is to ensure that all helpers are covered by Insurance.

We also include a medical form, which should be completed and returned to Dr Trevor Fernandes.  The Doctors would like everyone on the C.A. Pilgrimage, including the completely healthy, to complete one of these and return it to Trevor before the pilgrimage.  Should you fall ill in Lourdes, the Pilgrimage doctors can only help you if you have completed one of these forms.  Please remember to let your Head of Service know if your duties should be adjusted for health reasons.

For 2007, the Levy again been set at £25, and is compulsory – all members of the Pilgrimage must pay this, and we cannot register you as a volunteer helper unless you have paid.  £5 is considered as “administrative” (including the costs of the badge and prayer book), and the remainder is a donation to the Catholic Association, split between the person’s Diocese, and the C.A. itself.  A Gift Aid Scheme has been set up to cover the £20, and I enclose a further form.  Please include your cheque for £25, made payable to “The Catholic Association”, with your completed Helpers’ Application Form, so that your Head of Service knows who has paid.  We will then pass the cheques onto the Treasurer of the C.A, and ensure that you receive your badge and prayer book in Lourdes. You should also let us know whether you want some of the money to go to your home Diocese, if it is part of the C.A.  

Please note: if you are booking in a “semi-independent way” with Tangneys, you will need to pay the Levy separately this year, but preferably via Tangneys – it is not included in any prices quoted by them.  If you have already paid your Levy (eg directly to Tangney Tours, or to TOBY), please let your Head of Service know this.
Many thanks,

Yours sincerely,  
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